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Mr. Sims of Tennessee Attacks

Applicants for Pensions.
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tate tewiay the rouline husiness
Froamnied sy after It was con-
vl hee finn bill was presented by
T hole It was agreed that after 2
welm k Lwiay the pendding measure and

wmeiniments thereto should be considered
vider the ten-minute rule.
Mr. Aldrich in charge of the bill, gnve

Yuanllirw he would endeavor later today
agreement upon a time to-
uw for a final vote on the measure,
Feller Heplies to Mr. Allisou.

to the

Al an

¥ or was recognized to repl
 of Mr

Aliizon delivered wve=terday.

I wartsl in vain, he sild, for an ex-
Planation of the House bill, which techni-
rally was the mesisure under considerntion.

questions relating to the
ntry with suspicion. He
bill ought to be consid-
a= it might possibly Iwcome
s been dratied by a commis-

s lawyers, and there
usth behind it

strong issue with Mr. Al-
Lsvim that the Untited States wuas now on
the gall standard.
W not on the gold standard. except
b the anthorized action of the treasury.
We are on what is sometimes called a
Pmping «ilver standard and sometimes a
Vmping zold standard.

“Nobwaly outside of the Tnited States has
tsiddered the United States on the gold
eandard, but it may be said that we prac-
Hy have been forced by executive wsur-
n andd transgression of the law to pro-
vd as if we wers on a gold standanl.”
Mr. Tellvr denied that the United States
wus il the law on the gold standard.
i hiadd | 1 argued, but that this pending
I wa= 1o be enarcted into law because the
stieturd Aadvocates were afrald that
pweaple would put some man
White House who would not favor
tndard.  This fear constliuted
the pending bill, the purposs
v the gold standard into the
it comhid not be distarbed
Teralty.
here never had been an
! he slight-
would he
severest
gonl a=
= government
i < (3454
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The Bimetallic Amendntent.

Wi iy Teller had concluded Mr
= I unanimous consent that the
% relating to Bimatall-

o

«1 stmply as a new
= substiture.

K.} objected to this pro
the eommittee

1a 3 roposed
" . + amend-
§ the
Bzl toe appaeint commissioners to any
3 T lonisl  conference ealled by  the

vel States ar
nmetal

¢ other country to ar-

was ex-
r o with-

endment
or replied th: the amend-
= existing aw It co lo o harm
vt Ile declined to withdraw the

THE HOUSE.

The H:ouse taday entered vpon the con-
shleratlon of the execntive, legislative and
Justicial zppr hill. Before  Mr.,
Hemanway s wha was in charge of
this d it up. the reports in the con-
n case of Aldrich vs. Robbins,
rth Alnbama district, were
he ma Jority rep d in favor
testant wmd the minorlty In favor
fLNE member.

tion

hill

dismwse insist
eneral debate on the
on the ground that not suf-
was to be allowed to debate the
1 iariff bill All efforts to reach
ent falled. and the House went
fitee of the whole, with no ar-
abowt general debata.

Hemenway made a general explana-

to

Fo rgeme-nt
M

thor of 1 bl
Alr. Pavne (N, Y.), the fluar leader of tha
i interrupted Mr. Hemenway td
that view of the fallure to

sEroement cone-roing the
fve bill, he we

Inrge addi-
the
T
that

s in
aned
continued, but

deemad it vnwise at t

te salarles for 2 permanent in-

ot the Sgerical
X Mr. Hemenway
uf & storm by assert-
tments were filled with
we k+pt in by po-

who
He

T

L Case where
upkns the reten-

dead wood, “the
rvice will break down.'
talue of Government Deposits.
Mr. Bell 0ol discussed the question of
Bovernment deposits in natlonal banks. It
haad bevn contended, he said, that banks
& nothing cut of such deposalts. Mr.

wald e

ad written to the treasurers
tes and he had recelved enough
i=2 1o show that deposiis of state Tunds

bad a woli-defined market value New
York received 1% s cent on dally balances
wor ¢ent uph I funds. Kansas
vl 3 por ce vnnevivania 11& per
. Michigan 214 wint 2, Muis
>

v 2, Malne 2 Connecti
. Georgin 2, Merviand 2.
v 4 and 2% and Minuesota 1. ¥le con-
nded that it wa= a4 erime alnst the
ople for the Seeretary of the Treasury to
posit mildons of government funds in
tional banks without interest

o
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Feunion Applications Denounced,

Mr. Sims (Tenn.) submitle=l some remarks
encerning pensions, tuking as his text
E or Galllnger's reported =tatement that
ir pension bllls before this Congress
Were passed they would bankrupt the treas-
.y,

He presented some Interesting stacistics
regarding the claims for penslons on ac-
of the Spanish war. From the twen-
ty-ihree regular regiments engaged In the
Santiago campalgn, which suffered casual-
tie= to the number of 1344, had come 2962
applications for penstons. The eight volun-
tear regiments engaged at Santiago, which
suffered N casuaitics, presensed A0S ap-
pile ns.

5 Intter reginencs

ot

he sald, were all
from the north.  Eight southsrn regiments
tihat suffered a loss of 150 had only TGl
applications for pensions. This disc repancy
he accounted for with the stalement that
in the south the pension manda was not
rampant. He clted the case of three volun-
teer regiments, 9%5h  Massachueeits, Sth
Ohio and 1st District of Columhla, nelther
of which had suffered loss In killed. wound-
ed or missing. yet which furnished 645, 457
and 4% applicants, respectively, for pen-
sions. He declured that it wouid be no

THE ANTI-TRLST CONFEREME.
Pian for a Nationnl Organization

Drafted in Chicago.
CHICAGO, February 14.—At the opening
on today of the anti-trust conference,
called by the Americ Antl-Trust League,
Frof. John R. Commons of New York wus
the first speaker.

Geo, Fred. Willisms of Massachusetts
presented the report of the committee on
rules in favor of the crdinary parliamen-
tary rules.  The report was unasimousiy

adopt Louls F. Pest of Chicago reported
fur the committes on platform and resolu-
tien=. He =aid the report of the commbitea
had been unanimously agreed upon, and in-

Soduced Prof. Wills, who refsd the report

of the committee, prefacing it with a fuil
H=t of the eommittecmen.

An ail = T American people on the
TSt guestion, muiated by the resolu-

1= committes as read by Prof. Wills.

committes on national organization

roported that it had considered the qres-
tion of n national organizatfon and pre-
sented & detailed sutline for the same.

M. 1. Lockwomi was recommended for
presi s, H. B. Martin for secretary, U, T.
bird wtressurer and W. B. Fleming for

tina | seeretary
After o protracted debate the address to

mittee W d. The vote was
net ung e, however, many of the dele-
Zates maintaining that under the rules the
re are entitied to two hiours’ (de-

ntions

resolution, whish was adopted, denauncing
the anti- Iptite bill as a trust measure,
l=eriminating and unjust.

Fasors Sciznre of Rallronds.
After n neated debate
mittee Inst night declded to report in favor
of povernment ownership of railrowls, and
for their seizure on poyvment®¢ actun! value
and without payment for “watered stock
or other fiedticus values" There was a
sharp «lizcus=ion in the committee, and
several ihs wien members, hrought on
by an effort to make the platform reud as
it had béen drawn up. that the government
ahoald selze the milroads on payment of
acual value, “amd without payment fur
achize values."
infmous action was finally obtained by
1z out the words “franchize values,"
: ing instead the phrase “wutered stock

or other fletttious values.™
The committec also unanimously favored
X pular legistation as a means of

the resolutions com-

ohtalni the resualt,

Resolutions introduced vesterday morning
by  Judge Fleming of Kentucky, and
adopted] by o rising vole, strongly  eon-
demned the currency bill now before Con-
EBress.  The resolutions declare that the
i if passed, will “‘enthrone the money
0 tablish a continental bank

trust, slave the people and destroy the
republic to the end that free government
may perish from the earth.”

A commitiae 1o prepare a memorial to the
United States Senate agalnst the bill was
providesd r. and the people of the country
ureed o guther at eourt hous=e=. schoal
hons=e=s and other public plaves to protest
HED P ATCHEST N

the adoption of the
Amasl Thornton of
» presiding officer that
deliver the speach for
scheduled. Mr. ‘Thorn-
tement on the toor of the
riing the matier. but in an
» explained hi= reazsans for

her part in the confer-

* he = thiat thi=

was 1o he a an gat ing. T had
that a=surance over the slign: & ufl Prest
dent Lockwood of the Anti-Trus: League,

and T am ceriain thut he does not approve
of the partisan resolutlon against the cur-

rency bill. Mr. Lovkwood was not present
when the re=olutions were prtesd, and i1
h& had been they mizht h met A diffar-
ent fate. T have positively refus
dress the conferen nd will not he fur-
ther fid: p 25 T er that
todar's m 111 guther-
b
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HAVE N0 OBRJECTION.

_— i

Commissioners Approve Bill for In-

corperating Telephone Company.

Representative Babeoek, chalrman of the
House IMstrigt commitiee, has bLesn fn-
formed by the District Commissioners that
they sse no ol tion to House bill 27, to
incorperate the Columbia Telephone Com-
They are, however, of the aplnion
clal provision should be made for

Tegt ing the construction of conduits, and
they ve, therefore, recommendsd that a
et ta be numbered 18, be added to
the hill, and that the number of section 18

be changed to 190,
The spotion which the Commissioners
recommend be added provides: “That phe
Commis of the Distriet of Colum-
re all condults labl under
of this act to be luid under
such eonditions and regulations as they
may vreseribe, and so located wnd
stricted that they will form a vart
general subway syvstem which may
after ba constructed, and the plans -
which the said Commissioners are auathor-
ized to pre o and =uch general subway
] ystem shall contain the wires
elephone company under suich regi-
and at =uch rate as sald Commis-
r= may prescribe.’
—_——
PICTURE OF

OLYMPIA.

Presented to Admiral Dewey by Mr,
Fdwnard Moran.

Mr. Edward Moran, the widely krown
marine artist, today pregented to Admiral
and Mrs. Dewey n handsome pleture of the
famous Manila fagship Olympla, done on
canvas in nil. The big fighting machine,
that has won such a place of glorg-in con-
temporanesus naval history, §s represented
in Mr. Moran's work #s she appeared when
conveying the wdmiral back to hiz native
shores. The battle dress of somber gray
and Mack has given way to the garb of
peace, and the Olympia i ploughing along
the fonm-cre waves, a ship of Jdazzling
whiteness. The home-bound pennant trails
far astern. 7 pleture 5 very effective
and is carefull xecuted,

The presentation took place thls morning

at the residence of the admiral, at 1747
Ehode Island avenue, the ceremony being
one of sirict simplicity and assured =lncer-

ity. There were present Mrs. Dewes, Mr,
and Mrs. Moran, Mr. and Mrs. . H., Tul
bot, Mrs. Wazhington McLean and Capt.
Lambert of the navy, the commanding offi-
cer of the Olympia.
e
Accuned of Marder.

The trial of Mollie Harris, who is charged
with the murder of Allce Queenan, Ovtober
9 la=t. has been set for tomorrow in Crim-
inal Court No. 1, before Judge Clabaugh.
The prisoner will be defended by Moessrs,
Turner und Mitchell. who were counsel for
fenjamin H. Snell at his trial

e .
Decline to Grant Regqoest.

Tha District Commissioners have acted
adversely upon the suggestion of the East
Washington Citizens' Association that some
gort of shelter be provided for persons
transferring from the street cars at the
Peace monument. The Commissioners feel
that if a shed or other form of shelter be
provided ut this paint, they would, to be
consistent, be required to permit the erec-
tlon of like shelters at the other transfer
points In the city, and they state that the
removal of such shelters was demanded by
the peopls themselves in the past.

——
Mr. Gircen's Theme.

Arrangements have been made for an ad-
dress by Mr, Bernard R. Green before the
students In architecture at the Columbian
University this evening, beginning at §
o'elock. Mr. Green's thems will be “The
Planniug and Construction of Libraries.”

e
Wife's PPetition for Divorce.

On statutory’ grounds, Hazel B. Nofsinger
this afternoon through Attorneys H. E.
Davis and €. C. Tucker, petitioned the
Bupreme Court of the District of Columbia

to grant her a divorce from Ferdinand .
Nofsinger.

.
Local Hills in the House.

Mr. Weeks of Michlg has introduced a
bill mn the House providing that §1.50 per
day of elght hours shall be the rinimum
price pald for common labor on works of
the Distric! government.

Mr. Babcock has introduced the Cgmmis-
sloners” bill to amend the act relating to

reassessment 3 water malin taxes,

Jmenn, 1

Calling on the Force of the Burean of En-
graving and Printing.

Exnminations to Re Made Prior to
Making Desired Detall for Count-
ers and Manipulators of Money.
e

The oivil =ervice commission has just con-
ductad an examination at the Treasury
Departgeent, in the room of the board of
examiners, for the promotion of some thir-
teen clerks from positions below to posi-
tiong above clerleal grades; and for the
trunsfer of certnin persons {rom the non-
apportioned e the apportioned force of the
depariment. Examinations of this kind are
unusual at the Treasury Department, as
they have been beld usually at the civil
viee eommission.

The positions of printer’s assistant, skilled
helper und operitive in the bureau of en-
graving and printing. are in the force not
=ubject o the law of apportionment. while

=0

all clerical positions in  the department
proper are subject o fhat law,
Thers are many positions in the office of

the treasurer of the United States, such
a8 feeder and separator and expert counter,
where the pay is =0 low that it has not
always been possible to find persons on the
civil service eligible registers that were
willing to accept the posltions unless pro-
molivn in the near future could be expected
to oceur,

For this reason, and by reason of the
nature of the work, it has been found in
the Interests of good administration to
transfer from the bureau of engraving and
printing persons skilled, by reason of much
practice and thorough discipline, in the
manipulation of paper, newly printed
money and other securities of the United
States. .

The peranns upon the eligible reglsters
In distant states are not so available for
this work a= the persons in the bugeau of
engraving and printing, and the depart-
memnt in supplyving the currency noles at
the tressury, and by reason of a lack of
appropriation, has been compelled to de-
tafl from the force of the bureau of en-
graving and printing competent persons to
keep up the work, with a permanent trans-
fer in view to the treasury rolls as the
vacaneies oceur.

It has been found by experience that
versons with great skill In counting and
manlpulating paper often lack the educa-
tiona! training for clerical places, and do
not pess the academic examinations re-
quired for such transfer by the civil serv-
iee commission.

The department has now adopted the pol-
ley that when details are necessary the
persons sha’l be examined by the commis-
sion  prior to such detail, so that their
qualifications may be determined complete-
Iv ard the question of residence in con-
formity with the law of apportionment can
bee settled with satisfaction to the commis-
on, = that there will be no obstacle to

tant transfer when vacancies are avall-
albde,

It iz helieved at the department that for
such positions as paper counters, counters,
expert counters, feeders, separators ;u-_u‘l
money order assorters and positions like in
chnracter the bureau of engraving and
printing is the hest and only training school
the government has. And it has bean ob-
served]l that yvoung women can o the work
more rapldy and more accurately than
they old or young. They have the
pratie ind dexterity o neceasary for the
work, aind the apinion is current in the de-
paartment that it will be economical to em-
oy them.

.+
CENSUS BUREAU.

THE

Exasminations for Positions to He Suos-
pended for Some Time.

There will be no more examinations: for
positions in the census for some time. How
long they will be suspended Is not known,
although the ellgible st of those who are
to be connectsd with the censuz is nearly
completed, Friday next the examinations
in Washington will terminate for a month
at least, On that date- Chief Examiner
Garber and hils corps of examiners will
leave for Chicago, where examinations wiil
be held for a week., Here all thoze who
falled at the last examination will ha re-
examined, together with the new candi-
iates recently named by the senators and
ropresentatives in the west

From Chicago the examiners will go to
Boston for & week and end their trip in
New York with another week of examina-
tions. Of late & greater percentage of
fudlures has been recorded than any time
in the past. This has been due to the ac-
tion of Chief Examiner Garber, who com-
pletely changed the character of the ex-
aminations. He found after some investi-
gation that the regular questions in mathe-
mutics  were known to several of the
schaals In thia clty which prepare pupils for
examinations, and that people were getting
o the eligihle lst by passing examina-
tions without really knowing what they
meant.

This resulted In a complete change of
program, with the result that many of the
vld questlons have been eliminated. In
fuct, the examination now I8 more prac-
theal, and no one can possibly pass who
does not understand mathematics at least
as far as percentage.

Some have charged Director Merriam
with purposely making the examinations
more difficult to prevent any more from
passing, but this is not so, since the eligi-
ble list Is sadly In need of more names, and
It js fearsd the examiaations in Chicago,
Boston and New York cannot supply the
detictency.  Besides, the director has put
the matter of examinations in the hands
of Examiner Garber, and he has made
quite n name for hims=elf since his connee-
tion with the census. He makes the ques-
tlons and marks the papers.

.-

CHILD CHOKED T0 DEATH.

Sixteen-Months-0ld Nathaniel Simms
Given a Plece of Meat.
Coroner Carr was called upon yesterday
afternoon to jnvestigate the death of Na-
thanlel Simms, colored, sixteenth months
old, who died suddenly at the home of his
parents on Wylle street northeast. When
the polles of the ninth precinet Investi-
Zated the case yesterday they reported that
death had resulted from a fall from a high
chair. The coroner found that the child
had been choked to death while trylng to
swallow a plece of meat. Mrs, Simms, the
child’s mother, had occasion to leave the
house yesterday, and she left her baby in

charge of an older sister.

The baby was permitted to have a plece
of meat, with the result stated. It appears
that the child was seated at the table at
the time he was choked, and during his
struggle he fell to the fAoor. This was
what led to the belief that he had heen
killed by falling. A certificate of accidental
death was given.

——
Meetlng of Columbin Chapter.

The regular monthly meeting of Columbla
Chapter, Daughters of the Amerlean Revo-
lution, was held last night at the Ebbitt
House, Mrs. Davis, the vice regent, presid-
ing. Little business was transacted, the
meeting soon resolving' itself into a social
gathering, into which were introduced a
number of entertainment features, that
were thoroughly enjoyed.

——. .
Aged Lady Seriously Injured.

Mrs. Mary C. Bannon, fifty-five vears old,
was seriously Injured about 9 o'clock last
night by falling down the steps at her
heme, No. 2019 9th street northwest. The
police were notifled and the injured woman
was removed to Gartield Hospital for treat-
ment. She was reported today to be Im-
proving.

—_—
Choelee of Ninth District,

The ninth districc republicans met at the
office of the Bee last evening, with Lewls
Willlams in the chair and Thomas Olive
secretary. An organization was effected.
Fifty republicans were enrolled and a reso-
lution was adopted Indcrsing W. Calvin
Chase and Dr. J. E. Jones as delegates to
the next national republican convention, A
committee of three was appointed to can-

vass and enroll ew republi in
ninth district. - EIOUIORE, 28 S

—_— -

To Abolish Small Beer Barrels.
The ways and means committee of the
House today agreed to report a bill of much
interest to the brewing Interests, abolishing
what are known to the trade as sixth and
eighth barrels, making quarter

llest this

of
mumm

law, r
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New Couipany' Wants to Commence

STATENENTS BY 1 OPFICERS

Progress ' Made in Soliciting Sub-
¢ scribers Here.

— e

OPERATING FIGURES

et

The House District commitiee gave a
hearing today on the bill to authorize the
Washington Felephone and Telegraph Com-
pany to construct and operate a telephone
system in the District of Columbia.

The bill (H. R, 2dd) provides as follows:

“That the Commissioners of the District
of Columbia are hereby authorized and
directed to permit the Washington Tele-
phone and Telegraph Company toe Install,
maintain and operate a telephone plant and
exchanges, and the recescary services con-
nected therewith, in the city of Washington
and the Distriet of Columbia, under such
rules, regulations and restrictlons as now
exist or as may hareafter be made relative
to telephone and telegraph companies n
said city or District; and that they permit
said company te lay all necessary under-
ground conduits in the streets and :1_\‘l-t1uu:s
to carry its wires and to string wires og
poles in the alleys of the city of Washing-
ton and in the District of Cnlum&mia oulside
of the Hmits of the city of W ashmgml_\,
subjeet to the same regulations and re-
strictior’s which may now apply or may
hereafter be prescribed for the regulation
of telephone and telegraph companies in
the Diatrict of Columbia: Provided, :l‘h:n
the rates to be charged by the said Wash-
ington Telephone and Telegraph (‘nrflpa_qy
shall not at any time be more than $56 per
vear for residence telephones, nor more
than $48 per year for business telephones
in the city of Washington.

“Section 2. That it shall be lawful ‘.'0:; the
Washington Telephone and Telegraph Com-
pany to acquire, by purchase, rental, or
otherwise, the usg of any conduit or ducis
now laid or hereafter to be laid under any
of the streets, avenues or alleys of the city
of Washington, or any of the roadways of
the District of Caolumbia.

“Section 3. That this act s.l'!all take effect
from the date of Its passage.

Prexent at the Hearing.

Thers were present at the hearing today
Sarmuel W. Ross, president of the company;
George R. Webb, vice president of this
company amd president of the Maryland
Telephone Company of Baltimore; Attorney
H., W. Rusk. W. J. Hayward, Harry Parr,
James Bond, H. W. Webb and John Head-
den, directors of the Baltimore company,
and also directors of the Washington com-
pany, and B, H. Johnson, Frank H. Noyes,
Thos. W. Smith and E. P. Berry. directors
of the Washiagton company; Sydney H
Browne, general engineer of the Baltimore
and Pittsburg companies, was also present.
Mr. V. A, Hubbard, chief clerk of the
Chesapeake and Potomae Telephone Com-
pany, was present, also Mr. Hemphill, Mr.
Staples and Mr. Danenhiower. representing
the local telephone subscribers’ assoclation.

Mr, Rusk's Statement.

l-::-:-RL-nre':;\'rumi\w: Rusk of Marviand
first addressed the committee. He said this
bill, which had the unanimous approval of
the District Commissloners, propoged to
permit the Washington Telephone and
Telegraph Company to construct and oper-
ate a telephone #ystem in the Distriet of
Columbla. It wis a duly organized cor-
poration, with offices i this city, and for
some time had been securing subscribers
to the proposed’ telephona system. The
board of dfféctorsiimeluded well-knawn eltl-
zens of the Disgrlet and some Baltimore
men who wers prominent in financial cir-
cles of the latter city dand connected with
large corporate fntéreésts. The personnel
of the directorate was guarantee of the
abiHty of the company to fulfill its obliga-
tions and carry out the work in hand.

Mr. Mudd of Mary'and wanted to know
If the company proposed to do a telegraph
Lusiness, as the title might imply.

Mr. Rusk sald there was nothing In the
bill authorizing the company to do a tele-
graph business, and it was not Intended to
do so. Mr. Mudd thought the title should
be amended, then.

Mr. Rusk said the company had been or-
ganized under the laws of New Jersey,
which provided for a perpetual charter,
rather than under the District of Columbia,
where a charter would be Hmited to twenty
Yeurs,

A Local Charter Supgested.

Chalrman Babeock sald this was a draw-
back. People familiar with the New Jer-
sey laws know that stockholders are re-
lieved of responsibility. He suggested.that
the incorporators should at once consider
the feasibility of getting a loecal charter.

Mr. Rusk sald the company would be per-

fectly willing to give up Its New Jersey
charter and be chartersd by the same act
of Congress which granted the franchise.
The only object to be kept in view In this
regard would be not to limit the company
to the twenty-year charter provided by the
Mstrict law.
: 1.\1r!.'l George B. Wehbb, vice president of
the company, then spoke upon the bIL In
answer to questions by Chalrman Babeock
he sald that the capltal stock of the com-
pany was $LG00MKKL.  As it Is impossible to
float a corporation before the franchise Is
obtained, only a nominal amount of capital
stock had been pald in. He said that some
of the men interested in this company
also owned stock In the Baltimore company.
He spoke of the difficulty of floating bonds
of a company with a twenty-year churter,
and said there would be no objection to
having a charter from Congrass.

Mr. Webb said that the situation regard-
ing independent telephone systems in this
country Jdid not £eem to be very well under-
stood by the publle at large. There ire now
2600 independent  telephone companies,
ceattered throughout the country, When
the independent system was first taken up
many eompanies were started up without
sufficient backing financlally. Recently,
however, the peopie who have gene into the
business have been of higher standing
finaneclally, and able to carry out the pro-
jects they attempted.

He told of the extension of the indepen-
dent telephone sy¥stem in Cleveland. Mon-
eyed men took hold of it, street rallway
magnates were interested, and connectlon
was made with 140 independent telephone
companies In the stale of Ohio.

Growth of Independent Companies.

“If we get this franchise,” said Mr. Webb,
“swe will build to: Pittsburg. The Pittsburg
line will bBulld {6 Beaver, Pa., the Ohio
company will comg down to Beaver, and we
will have long-distance communlcation be-
tween WadRingtoh and Cleveland.”

Continuirig, Mf. Webb  described the
growth ofithe ‘independent telephone sys-

tem in other clijes. In New York promi-
nent ﬁmlnh‘_f;‘mcs‘g; hold of the enterprise,
and 25,000 Eubscribers have been obtalned.

In Boston ‘well-kKhown capltalists are con-
cerned andthe:3¥stem Is spreading. Stock-
holders imthe -Baltimore company own a
line at Wimingion, Del.; at Havre de
Grace, Md, and gxpect to extend it through
Bel Air togBaltinmore, =

Hespectipg the.proposed local project, Mr.
Webb sald; the,@ompany came heve about
December ;4 andvopened offices. Sollcitors
were started oulafter subseribers. He sub-
mitted to the committee a typewritten list
of subseribers who bad =igned contracls to
take ‘'phones at_ and $36 a year. He said
the list includ nearly every prominent
business man in Washington.

“We don't come here to fight any one,”
gaid Mr. Webb. “That is not our plan.
The fact is, the Bell Teiephone Company
has not developed the local field. We pro-
pose to do so.”" He sald that of the 214
residence contracts whieh his company had
obtained only thirty-two have the Bell tel-
ephons, This showed that the company
would work in a field which is not now

filled.
Will Neot Sa]l Out.

“What assurance will you give us,” ask-
ed Mr. Bmith, a member of the committee,
“that you won't se¢ll gut to the Bell Com-
pany."

“Any assurance that you please,” an-
swered Mr. Webb. Continuing, Mr. Webb
sald that outslde of the government 'phones
the Bell Company has only 1957 sub-

(Continued on Eleventh Fage)

Side of the Avenne.

Speaking to a reporter of The Star of the
action of the Senate today in requeiting
the District Commissioners to furnish a
statement as to the value of the property
on the south side of Pennsylvania avenue
between the Peace monument and 15th
street. together with the rental values of
the buildings, Capt. Beach, the Engificer
Commissioner; =aid he is In favor of any-
thing which tends to reclaim the south
side of this thoroughfare. He zaid the work
of preparing the statement desired by the
Senate will devolve upon the aszessor of
the District or upon the board of assistant

?-s:mors. and will be one of much niagni-
ude.

In this connection Capt. Beach sald he
is in favor of placing the proposed munici-
pal bullding on Pennsylvania avenue, and
he suggested two sltes. The first, =quare
575, bounded by I1st and 24 streets and
Pennsylvania avenue and B street, opposite
the Botanical Gardens. The other is com-
posed of squares bounded by Mth and 10th
streets  and Pennsyivania  avenus and
Louisiana avenue. Either site, Capt, Beach
believes, would be an ideal one, convenient
to the street railway lines, and both could,
he thinks, be advantageously used.

— _esea
CLAIMS HEAVY DAMAGES.

Suit in Which Pablic Printer is Made
Defendamnt.

Suit-at-law to recover damages in the
sum of $70,000 was instituted this afternoon
by Welker Given, through Attorney J. Wal-
ter Wheatley, against Frank W. Palmer,
the public printer. It is stated that some
time In March, 1802, the democrats<n Con-
gress wanted literature to circulate for
campaign purposes, which they eould Eet in
large quantities and circulate free. Henry
George's work on “Protection and Free
Trade” was selected and divided into five
parts and printed as the speeches of five
different men,

It is stated that afler ohjecting to this
procedure, the republicans in the Senate
declared their intention of circulating in the
sume manner matter which would be fa-
vorable to them, and sclected Mr. Given's
work on economic subjects for the purpose.
Subsequently, an invesUgation wns had and
such elreulation of documents was stopped.
Mr. Given thersfore sues the publie prin-
Ler to recover $70,000. Under the law, it is
stated, a judgment secured against the
public printer in a ease of this kind would
be paid by the United States.

—_——
RIOTERS BURN PROPERTY.

Serious Condition Still Prevails in
Inland of Martinigue.

FORT DE FRANCE, Martinique, Feb-
riary 14, vla Hayten cable.—A mob of
rioters yesterday at Rivierre Sallee re-
fused to hear Senator Knight, who is fa-
vorably disposed toward their cause. At
midnight the plantations of La Cocotte and
Champigny wers set fire to.

News has been reeeived here from Paris
announcing that the garrison i= to be reln-

foreed amd that the Freonch eruiser Suchet
Is on her way here,

THE NEW DREIBUND.

Associntion of Germany. England and
the United Stntes.

From Alnglee's Monthly,

The assoclation of the German empire,
the British empire and the United States
for purposes of mutual advantage is the
Ereatest guarantee of peace the world has
ever had. The united power of the three
nations, even without Japan and Ttaly—I
say nothing about Austrin-Hungary—is so
preponderant that war agadnst them would
mean the annihilation of the French and
Russian fleets, and even though French
and Russinn armies should—which Is more
than doubtful—be victorious on land, It
would be a barren victory, and they would,
in the end, be obliged to capitulate to the
powers that control the sea. Fven if war
were a possible contingency, the stake for
which the Germans, who would have to
bear the brunt of it, are playving is so tre-
mendous as to justify their taking the risk.
With the assurance that war is out of the
question, Germany cannot hesitate. On the
one hand {8 a sure prospect of commercial
progress, which will cast into the shade
the brilliant record made by the German
empire In the past thirty years; on the
other is uncertainty and doubt.

There are many In Germany, England
and the United States, as well as else-
where, to oppose the modernizing of the
world, many in whom the spirit of anarchy
is so strong that they prefer a feudal world
in which petty states are allowed to per-
petuate misgovernment, many who decry
cemmercial  civilization and tight with
words for what they term the rights of
barbarism, many who ohject to a world
peace obtained by means of an Interna-
tional policy. But their protests will grow
fainter and fainter as civilization, confident
in its reorganizing ability, fertilizes the
desert and brings plenty where POVETLY Was
before, substitutes systems of imperial jus-
tice for petty tyranny, teaches millions to
know necessities they never dreamed of,
and shows them how, by patient work, to
satlsfy the new wants, educates them men-
tally. uplifts them morally and puis them
into wvital touch with the rest of human
kind.

FRANCE SHORT OF SOLDIERS.

This Yenr's Conscription Shows n
Large Falling Of.
Parls Correspondance Pall Mali Gerette.

The conscripts belonging to this vear's
contingent are now rejoining their TeseDe-
tive regiments, and yesterday and today
Paris has been afforded the rather pie-
turesque spectacle of the departure of the
bleus, as the young soldiers are popularly
termed. Squads of young fellows in charze
of a corporal or a sergeant are to be met
with at every turn and corner. As they
march through the streets they present uny-
thing but a military appearance, for they
are all of them still in their civilian clothes,
and the Infinite varieties of costume make
up a very motley pleture. AMost of them
carry a little hand luggage, made up in
the main of provisions given them by
friends to cheer them on thelr route. Not a
few have screwed up their courage for the
ordeal that awaits them by caplous liba-
tions, as the result of which they exhibit a
merriment that is noisy if a little forced.
At the railway stations, which are speecially
guarded for the oceasion by small detach-
ments of soldiers, the animation is great,
since the number of conscripts eaontributed
by Paris is nearly 2000, and the most of
them are seen off by their friends.

The total number of conseripts this year
shows a reductlon of nearly 15,000 on that
of last year. This noticeable drop has
caused some uneasiness in France, and ef-
forts are being made to aceount for it in
as satisfactory a way as possible. The fun-
damental eause of the diminution is doubt-
less due to the stationary state of the popu-
latlon, but it is also a fact that there has
been a special cause at work this year.
The medical examination of the conscripts
has been far more severe on this occasion
than for several years past. In 18M Gen.
Mercier, alarmed at the dwindling of the
annual contingent, ordercd the military med-
ical boards—the consells de revision, as they
are termed—to pass men who, though they
would not be fit to make active soldiers,
might yvet be utilized for duties that do nat
involve actual fighting. Thelr presence in
the ranks would thus set free a number of
men capable of going to the front, but
whose occupation would make them non-
combatants in the event of war. There have
since been complaints that some of the men
paszsed as the result of Gen. Mercler's in-
structions suffered in their health In conse-
quence of their incorporation. M. De Frey-
cinet, in response to public opinion, decidad
to return to the old system, and the mili-
tary doctors have, therefore, had to show
themselves much stricter. The resulting
deficit that has to be faced Is, however, a
serious matter. especially as there is little
hope that it will disappear in the future.

e i a 4
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The District Commissioners today sub-
mitted to Representative Babcock, chair-
man of the House-Ditrict committee, the
Araft of a bill to amend the act of Con-
gress of July B, 1808, authorizing the re-
assessment of water-main taxes in the
District. The Commissioners helieve that
if the water-main assessments can be lev-
ied and made collectible promptly upon the
laying of the mains, it would be much less
of a hardship upon the citizens.

— e — ——

It pays to read the want columns of The
Ster. Hundreds of rituations are filied
througn them.

Post .Office Hullding.

Quite a force of workmen were on duty
at the Post Office Department this morn-
ing making gocd the defects in the build-
ing. They first tackled the roof, which has
been leaking badly during the recent heavy
rains, and which some time ago manifested
its peor construction by dropping a section
through the blg skylight of the clty post
office. The Post Office Department will be
obliged to go down in itz pocket and pay
the expenses of the work, as the Treasury
Department declines to pay cut any more

money for the big building.

A reporter of The Star visited the roof
this smorning and found about a dozen
workmen creeping over the big roof look-
ing for trouble. And they found all thew
were looking for, and a little more, Many
leaks wege discovered, and it was found
necessary, to insure the safety of the in-
terior wire screens, to wire each one sepa-
rately to the iron supports. These wire
screens are just below the blg glass roof,
and are supposed to catch any glass thau
might be broken from storms or faling
debris. =5

It has been found upon examination that
they only rest upon the small iron supports
of the construction and are not otherwise
secured. In some Instances there is only a
emall bearing, and the natural contraction
of the metal from cold reduces this sup-
port, in some instances (as was evidonced
by the accident of some weeks ago) a= 1o
make it dangerous. After the workmen
have concluded it is asserted there will be
no danger from falllng screens, for it is the
purpose of the officials to have every sereen
secured  Bul there will aiways be liability
to leaks, although the wWorkmen are taking
off the copper strips and puttying every
plate of glass separately. -

There is still a great ciement of danger in
the big glass skyilght which forms the roof
of the city post office, This, too, is provided
with interior screens of similar construction
to the one on the roof. The danger, how-
ever, Is from Aying glass. Every day or so
some one drops something, and immediately
there Is o scurrying among the clerks as
the fiying zlass comea jingiing down. One
of the workmen on the roof this morning
dropped a putly knife and it went =ailing
through Lhe big skylight, carryving with it
A mass of glass, which the screen, because
of its wide mesh, was unable to hold. For-
tunately, no one was injured, although sev-
eral clerks working in the neighborhood of
the accident were frighteneds

A lady dropped her pocket book recently
And it broke the glass just the same, These
accidents have had a disquicting effect
upon the clerks who are employed in the
city post office,

Several other improvements are taking
place throughout the building to remedy
existing defects. Storm doors have been
found necessary to keep out the cold on
the first floor, and a number of new radia-
tors have been put In the room=  But even
these do not keep out the cold. which comes
through the badly constructed windows,
The Post Office Department proposes to
make the necessary repalrs now wherever
they are found. In case there is not enough
money to do the work, Congress will be
asked for an appropriation, and from the
looks of things an appropriation will be
necessary.

-
COLORED MEN CONFER.

Considering Various Questions Relat-
ing to the Negro Hace.

The procesdings of the conference of col-

ored men now In progress at Encn Eaptist

Church, C street between ®6th and Tth
strects goutheast, were devotod tod: 1o
meetings of the committes on resolutions

and the special committes 1o walt upon
House election committer No. 2, both of
which were appointed yesterday.

C. N. Jones, who is contestlng a seat in
Congress from Mississippl and in whose De-
half the committes will appear before the
House committes, was present, and ae-
qualnted the gathering with the conditions
in the case. Both bodies will probably re-
port at a session to b he'd tonight,

The convention began yesterday at 1:30
p.m. James: W. Poe presided and explained
the objects of the gathering. The creden-
tials of 16 delegates, representing several
atates and the District, were approved, and
organization was effected by the election of
Mr. Poe as permanent chalrman; W. H.
Thomas and J. C. Hill, secretarles: Rey.
N. T. Bell. chaplain, and Henry Jackson,
sergeant-at-arms.

During the sesslons, addresses were made
by Perry H. Carson, L. Willis, Recorder H_
P. Cheatham, C. J. Jones and W. C. Payne.
Resolutions commending Senator Pritchard
were passed and presented to him by a
seleet committes,

Committees were announced as follows:

President James W. Poe then annaunced
the following committee on resolutions: B.
McKay, C. C. Curtis, W. F. Everett, R. 8.
Douglas, Thomas Robb, Louis Willia, Rev.
N. T. Bell, J. L. Keith and R. 8. Ross. To
wait on election committee No. 2 of the
House of Representatives: W. F. Everatt,
B. McKay, J. C. Hill, W. H. Thomas, H. M.
Wells, C. C. Curtis, L. Willis and Wlliam
Ennis.

The convention will hold another session
tonight, when addresses are expected from
Register Judson W. Lyons and others.

—_——
Want the Law Amended.

The District Commiseloners, finding
themselves hampered by a clause in the
charter of the Fxkington and Soldiers'
Home Rallway Company, now the City and
Suburban Railway Company, ¥hich re-
quires the tracks of the company to be
located *along and wholly outside the Bun-
ker Hill road on land to be acquired by
said company by gift or purchase, and
muade a part of sald road,” they have re-
quested Senator McMillan, chairman of the
Senate District committee, to assist them in
securing an amendment of the law.

While they believe this provision of the
law was proper for the protection of the
road when uadertaken, it is not believed by
them to be n=cessary now. As the track is
to be reconstructed, the Commissioners he-
lieve better results could be secured by
placing the track in the center of the road-
way than by requiring that it occupy its
present position along the north edge of
the readway.

—_————
Welcome to Generals Brooke amnd
Ehafter.

The veteraprs of the old 2d Corps, Army
of the Potomae, will give cordial greeting
to their old comrades and commanders,
Generals Brooke and Shafter, at Willard's
Hotel, tonight at 7:30 o'clock. Maj. Gen.
Nelson A. Miles will preside. .

e
Sues for £10,000.

Marion F. Holderman, through Charles
Poe and C. C. Emig, his counse!, this after-
noon filed a sult for $10.000 damages
against the Metropolitan Rallroad Com-
pany, alleging that the company caused
the death of his wife, the late Jessie C.
Holderman, February 23, 1800,

—————e
Erskine Acquitted.

Harlow L. Erskine, the aged man who
was charged by Emma Wenner, as stated
in The 8tar, with eriminally assaulting her
ir the Zoologlcal Park the afternoon of
June 23 last, was acquitted today. The
case was given to the jury shortly before
11 o’clock this morning, and a verdict ren-
dered about 12:30. Chief Justice Bingham
at once releassd the defendant from cus-
tody.

———————

The new British steamer Almora has ar-
rived at Halifax, N. 8. having steamed
slowly nearly 600 miles to port with her
broken shaft roughly spliced with clamps
and chains.

Baltimore Markets.
BALTIM F 14.—Flour dull, unchang-

ed; receipts, 12,261 barrels; cxports, 11,532 barrels.
Wheat very dull; spot_and  February, T4a741;:

Murch, T4l4aT+ly; Mu&‘l‘ﬁnmlﬁ: sleamer No. 2
G9%a70; mhpu. 10, bushels: southern wheat by
sample, T0a76; do. on grade, Tia7s. easler;
spot, 39 : s %: March and
1, 4 Eteamer mixed, T
celpts, 178,532 bushels: exports, 171, hushels ;
southern white and yvellow corn, . Oats
firm; No. 2 white, 31a31%; No. 2 mixed, G

Inactive; No. 2 nearby, 54: No. 2 western, &
firm; No 1 ltmth;. $15.50. Grain freights
dull: rates firmiy :mmurml.];r

4d. March; Cork for per quarter,
10%id, Feb.pary. Sngar, butter, eggs and chesse
Ao, upcha
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Strong Opening in Stocks Followed
by Irregularity Later.

HEAVY OFFERINGS ON ADVANCES

The Big Interests Not Ready to
Sustain Higher Prices.

_————

GENERAL MARKET REPORTS

- —

Specinl Dispatel to The Evening Star.

+NEW YORK, Fu bruary 4.—Early trad-
Ing In today’s stock market was s lead-
ing Inasmuch as the activity and Prices
of that period were not sustained In the
Liter dealings. During the first hour thers
Was some good hu)'iug. and stocks wera
being inquired for Ly commi=sion houses
and reprexentatives of luvestment inter-
c3ts. The buying of Baltimore and Ohlo
forced a sharp advance, but the supply of
stock =oon becams =uperior o the demand,
and a decline of 1 per eent followed

Union Pacific, in lesser degree, reflected
simiiar conditions, but was sustained by a
strong clique.  All the shares in the middie
class were strong and weak by turns, but
became dull at the low levels Instead of
inspiring liguidation. The public Jdemand
comes only In spurts, and this fact pro-
longs tha professional domination of p#ices
There is an apparent willlngness to buy
and the market = undoubtedly in a ‘re-
sponsive state, but there is 4 desire to walt
umtil the so-calied blg interests take a more
detinite position.

It has bean sald, until the =aying has be-
come  monolonous, that these Interesis
would force prices up In order to realize on
present holdings. Thus far the liguidation
has not reached the volume which would
indicate that the irfluential interests had
arTeed that the zenith had been reached.
The buying has nst been large enoukh to
indicate the presence of a concerted de-
nand outslde of a few specialties.  The
publie is consequently holding aleof and
whiting for some overt act of sufficient =ig-
nificance to Inspire action.

The currency bill comes up tomorrow, and
that may helr the shuation. Commission
houses, at least, expect that it will. The
market has the capacity for standing firm
under attack, and this is a symptom of in-
creasing strength as a rale.  The local sit-
wvatlon, the gas fight and the traction mud-
din are tending toward improvement, and
deflnite progress In these matters would
help the yntire market,

Third Avenue declared a dividend of 1
per cent on its shares today, the stock sell-
ing off after a strong opening on mixed
dealings. The Consolidated Exchange con-

tingent again eold Sugar in Hberal volume,

forcing the price down about 2 per cent

from the buoyant level of the farenoon.
The

Iran end steel works showed
aking, but became dull at

some
the do-

Money was abundant at 21 per cent, and

there 13 20 concern on that scors. Ra'l-
road earnings were good and there was
nothing decdded adverse jn 2 of the
day’s developments. The mark is In a

rut and needs a surprise to foree it
R

FINANCIAL AND (OMMERCIAL.

New York Stock Market.
- High. Low. Closs,
American Cottomgdil_ Hi, 3, B 3
A. S Wire_ ... L e,

Am. Steel & Wire pfd
American Sugar_...
American Tolece.
Atehison.,..
Ateliison, ¢
ialtimore & 0}
Baltimore& Ohio,w 1
BrooklvnBavid Transit.
Ubhesapeake & Ohio.
%, U & Bt Loni
Chicago, B. & Qu..........
Chie & Northwestern. .

t hirngo Gas
4.
h

c.,.5t P.M & O
& . Western.
Consolidated Gas_
Con. Tobaceoo..
Con. Tobaceo, p
Delaware & Hudso
Federal Stesl..
Federnl Sieel, p
General Electric
Illinois Central....
Loulsvilie & Nushviile _
Metropotitan Traetion.
Munnattan Elevated. .
Missouri Pacine.
MoK . &T., nfd.
National Lead Ua.
New Jersev Central,
New York Central,
Northern Pacitie
Morthern Pacitic, p
FPacitic Mail......._..
Pennsylvania B, K
Reading, 1st pfd
Eouthern Pacih
Southern Railw, i
Southern Hallway, pfil.
Texas Pacific.............. s
Tenn, Coal and Iron
Umon Pacitic.
Union Pacific, pfd
U. 8. Leather, pfi.
LS, Rubber.....
Wabash prd...
Western Union
Colorado Fuel and
ther.— .
Ontario & Western

~Ti=_

Washington Stock Exchange.

Sales—regular call, 12 o'clock m.—U. 8. 3s, regls-
Leresd, $400) at 100, $500 at 16l Chesapeabe nnd
Pototine Telephone con. &, $5,000 nt 104%, $3.000
at 1043, £5.000 st 104%,. Columbia Title Insurauce,
25 ar 5. Capital Tractlon, 20 at $1%. Mergenthal-
er Linotype, 10 at 19, Lanston Monotype, 50 at
15 Amerienn Graphophote, 100 st 115, Aftsr
--:\‘J?-—Puu.mr Fire fnsuram-m 5 at T4 3 at Th
Lanston Mopotype, 10 at 1965, Oupltal Tractlon,
LWy at 91%, 20 at 91l American Graphopbooe, 100
at 11k,

District of Columbla Bomds.—3.65s, 1924, funding,
117 bid.

Miscellaneous Baomds. - M
1211, bid, 123 asked. W
Indebt., A, 110 bid, 118 aske

rpolitan Raliroad
ailitan Ratlrond oert,
-3[. Metropalitun Ratl-

roud cert. indebt., B, 110 bid, 116 asked.  Culomlida
Rallroad 6=, 125 bid, 131 sasked, Columbia Haflroad
24 mort. 54, 110 b, 112 asked. W Flon Gas

Co. serfes A, Ge. 113 bid. Washinstor 3
ries H, tu, 113 bid. T, 8 Electrie Light deb, fogp.
G=, 114 asked. Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone
O, 14 bid, 14U askid. Olesepeake and otomae
Telephone con. Bm 1048 bid, 105 asked. Amechoan
Security amd Trost 45, 100 bid. Washington Market
Co. Ist Gs, 114 bid. Washington Market Co. imj.
Hs, 114 bld. Washington Market Co, exin. Gs, 114
bil Masonic Hall Associntion Js, 107 bid. Ameri-
can Graphopowone deb, Hs, 100 hid.

Nutlonal nk Stocks. —Bank of Washington,
bid, 4w asked. Metropolitan, 545 Lid 5
Ceatral, 155 bid. Farmers and Mechanics
230 skl 155 hid. Olilzens’.
ssked. “Columbia, 135 bid. Capit
End, 117 bid, 120 ssked 8", 125
asked. Lincoin, 124 bid, 125 asked =

Safe Deposit Trust Companies.—National Safe
Deposit and Trust. 1256 bid, 182 asked. Washinzton
Loan und Trust, 157 bid, 160 asked. American Se-
curity amd Trist, 196 Lid, 200 ssked. Washington
Bllh- Deposit, 724y bid, 80 asked

neurmnee Stocks,—Flremen's, 30 bid. Frankiin,
40 bid. Metropolitan, 51 hid, %0 asked. Corcoran,
80 bid. Potomac, 73 bid, 76 asked. Arlingtoa,
149 bid, 155 . German-American, 210 b,
Mtimldi nion, 1113 mﬁ I.hlmls::;]. *;)u:llnm;-h, 1“-““
bid, 1315 asked. Imlt . People's,
dvl\ld."' y acked. 4 bid, O asked.
onfal, 107 bid, 112 nsked.

Tite Insurnuce Stocks. —Heal Estate Title, 88 bid,
90 asked. Colombia Title, 4% bid, 5 asked. Wasb-

on Title, 3% bil. District Title, 3% bl
“ﬂlllﬂuﬂl k1 —Oapital Traction, vl'ﬁ bid, 81%
asked, ity lmll.?lll:l.rlln, 2y bid, Georgetown

Tenley town, I
s ; ton Gas, 541, bid, 548 ask-

bid.
asked. l‘muynunﬁ ;s h.hg.a 45 asked.”

bid, 72 I 15 .

M SBtocks. —Mergenthaler I..Imt{l:".
189 bid, 190Y% esked. Lanston Mo , 121 ,
13%, . American Graphophone, 11% bid, 11%

preferred. *11% bid

22 bd, 2%
Lincols Haal,

12 asked. Puum::e Gun Ca
“kb!& Washingtos Market, 14 bid.
*Ex. dividend.

——e i
Girain, Provisions and Cotton Markets.
Furnished W. B. Hibbe & Co., bankers
and I:nmkemlﬁlﬂ F st., members New York
stock exchange, correspondents
denburg, Thalmann & Co., New York

14.—Grain: "
CHICAGUD, February High,

&

2

ant—}lu.........

agaﬁ
2285

Close.
a5 I&‘E
208 g 2%-%
14.—Provislons:
&p& na. Low. Close.
. M.85 10 1055 10.57
0.9 1087 1090 1082
612 41 gug :ﬁ
Soo o0 597 6
14.—Cotton:
vl
BOT 60
847 863 K47 854
e 173 1e 1.3




